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WPA SECTION ON RELIGION, 

SPIRITUALITY AND PSYCHIATRY 

 Objectives 

 To encourage and accelerate research, theory, and 

practice in the area of religion, spirituality and 

psychiatry, and related areas. 

 To facilitate the dissemination of data on religious 

and spiritual issues, in relation to psychiatry and 

allied domains. 

 To develop and to stimulate educational and training 

programs and courses in order to improve knowledge, 

skills and professional attitude regarding religion 

and spirituality in psychiatric practice. 

 

 
3 



ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

1. Development of a WPA position statement on 

R/S 
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

1. Development of a WPA position statement on 

R/S 

2. Improve Section’s website 
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WPA SECTION ON RELIGION, 

SPIRITUALITY AND PSYCHIATRY 
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religionandpsychiatry.org 



ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

1. Development of a WPA position statement on 

R/S 

2. Improve Section’s website 

3. Organizing conferences, symposia and 

workshops (including joint activities with other 

WPA’s Sections) in national and international 

psychiatric conferences, especially at 

1. Global meeting in Spirituality and Mental Health 

(Florianópolis, Brazil, 4-7 Nov 2015) 

2. WPA International Congress (Cape Town, South 

Africa, 18-22 Nov 2016) 

3. 17th WPA World Congress of Psychiatry (Berlin, 

Germany, 8-12 Oct 2017) 
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1ST GLOBAL MEETING ON SPIRITUALITY 

AND MENTAL HEALTH 

 2 full days, conferences, cymposia, workshops, poster 

sessions 

 7 International and 15 Brazilian speakers 

 Alexander Moreira-Almeida  

 Anahy Fonseca  

 Bernard Janse van Rensburg 

 Chris Cook 

 Homero Vallada  

 John Peteet 

 Alan Fung 

 Arjan Braam 

 Quirino Cordeiro 

  Kenneth Pargament 

 Lionel Corbett 

 Conference 600 seats: full 

 



1ST GLOBAL MEETING 

Prof. Kenneth Pargament 



1ST GLOBAL MEETING 

Prof. Kenneth Pargament 



1ST GLOBAL MEETING 





1ST GLOBAL MEETING 
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1st Global Meeting in 

Spirituality and Mental 

Health 

 

 

Video: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=eATDAgrri5o 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eATDAgrri5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eATDAgrri5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eATDAgrri5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eATDAgrri5o


 2ND GLOBAL MEETING IN SPIRITUALITY 

AND MENTAL HEALTH 

 26 activities 

 > 30 speakers from 12 countries: 

 Brazil, Canada, Egypt, France, India, Netherlands, 

Norway, Pakistan, South Africa, Sweden, UK, and 

USA 
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 3RD GLOBAL MEETING IN SPIRITUALITY 

AND MENTAL HEALTH 

 11 activities 

 3 intersectional symposia 

 Speakers from 13 countries: 

 Austria, Brazil, Canada, Egypt, Germany, India, 

Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, South Africa, 

Sweden, UK, and USA 
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SESSIONS IN OTHER CONFERENCES 

 2015: WPA International Congress – Bucharest  

 2015 & 2016: APA Annual Meetings 

 2016: 5th European Conference on Religion, 

Spirituality and Health 

 2016, 2017: Brazilian Congress of Psychiatry 
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

1. Development of a WPA position statement on 

R/S 

2. Improve Section’s website 

3. Organizing conferences, symposia and 

workshops (including joint activities with other 

WPA’s Sections) in national and international 

psychiatric conferences 

4. Fostering transcultural research on Spirituality 

and mental health 
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

 Fostering transcultural research on Spirituality 

and mental health 

 Disseminate information about research 

methods and R/S scales on several languages 

 Network of researchers from different 

countries 
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

1. Development of a WPA position statement on 

R/S 

2. Improve Section’s website 

3. Organizing conferences, symposia and 

workshops (including joint activities with other 

WPA’s Sections) in national and international 

psychiatric conferences 

4. Fostering transcultural research on Spirituality 

and mental health 

5. Publication of papers on R/S and mental health 
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

1. Development of a WPA position statement on 

R/S 

2. Improve Section’s website 

3. Organizing conferences, symposia and 

workshops (including joint activities with other 

WPA’s Sections) in national and international 

psychiatric conferences 

4. Fostering transcultural research on Spirituality 

and mental health 

5. Publication of papers on R/S and mental health 

6. Expand Section’s international profile 
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

 Expand Section’s international profile 

 1st & 2nd Global Meeting 

 Collaboration with R/S sections of national 

psychiatric associations (e.g.: USA, UK, Germany, 

South Africa, Brazil) 

 Contact all national psychiatric associations, 

informing about the Section and asking contact of 

potentially interested psychiatrists 
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

1. Development of a WPA position statement on 

R/S 

2. Improve Section’s website 

3. Organizing conferences, symposia and 

workshops (including joint activities with other 

WPA’s Sections) in national and international 

psychiatric conferences 

4. Fostering transcultural research on Spirituality 

and mental health 

5. Publication of papers on R/S and mental health 

6. Expand Section’s international profile 

7. Preparation of guidelines  
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2014-2017 

 Preparation of guidelines for 

 Clinical implications of spirituality 

 Including R/S in medical schools and psychiatry 

residences (in progress) 

 Spiritual/religious organizations: dealing with mental 

health issues in an integrative approach (in progress) 
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OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

 ICD-11 working group on Dissociative Disorders 

 Publications 

 Papers 

 Section’s book by  Javed & Fountoulakis. Advances in 

Psychiatry, Vol 4, Springer. 

 Spirituality, Science and Person-Centred Care. In: 

Mezzich; Michel; Cloninger; Salloum. (Org.). Person 

Centered Psychiatry. Springer, 2016. 

 Peteet, Dell, Fung. Ethical Considerations at the 

Intersection of Psychiatry and Religion. OUP. 
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ACTION PLAN FOR 2018-2020 

SUGGESTIONS 

1. Future Global Meetings in Spirituality and Mental 

Health 

2. Expand Section’s international profile 

 Contact all national psychiatric associations, informing 

about the Section and asking contact of potentially 

interested psychiatrists 

 Collaboration with R/S sections of national psychiatric 

associations 

3. Preparation of guidelines   

 Including R/S in medical schools and psychiatry 

residences 

 Spiritual/religious organizations: dealing with mental 

health issues in an integrative approach  

32 


